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Janice Yaden

Humanitarian Assistance

Aid: Can it Work? Nicholas D. Kristof (an article critiquing five books on aid)
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2006/oct/05/aid-can-it-work/?pagination="false

Amazon: (See descriptions at end of this summary)

Terry Rogers

Rule of Law

Aiding democracy Abroad, Thomas Carothers (1999)
Especially chapters 7 and 12

Amazon: Aid to promote democracy abroad has emerged as a major growth industry in
recent years. Not only the United States but many other Western countries, international
institutions, and private foundations today use aid to support democratic transitions in
Eastern Europe, the former Soviet Union, Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the Middle
East. Though extensive in scope, these activities remain little understood outside the
realm of specialists. Debates among policymakers over democracy promotion oscillate
between unhelpful poles of extreme skepticism and unrealistic boosterism, while the vast
majority of citizens in aid-providing countries have little awareness of the democracy-
building efforts their governments sponsor. Aiding Democracy Abroad is the first
independent, comprehensive assessment of this important new field. Drawing on
extensive field research and years of hands-on experience, Thomas Carothers examines
democracy-aid programs relating to elections, political parties, governmental reform, rule
of law, civil society, independent media, labor unions, decentralization, and other
elements of what he describes as "the democracy template" that policymakers and aid
officials apply around the world. Steering a careful path between the inflated claims of
aid advocates and the exaggerated criticisms of their opponents, Carothers takes a hard
look at what such programs achieve and how they can be improved.

Kim Duncan

Responding to disaster—the case of Haiti

Farewell Fred Voodoo How the World Came to Save Haiti and Left Behind a Disaster,
Amy Wilentz

Amazon: A foreign correspondent on a simple story becomes, over time and in the pages
of this book, a lover of Haiti, pursuing the heart of this beautiful and confounding land
into its darkest corners and brightest clearings. Farewell, Fred Voodoo is a journey into
the depths of the human soul as well as a vivid portrayal of the nation’s extraordinary
people and their uncanny resilience. Haiti has found in Amy Wilentz an author of
astonishing wit, sympathy, and eloquence.



http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2006/oct/05/aid-can-it-work/?pagination=false
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2006/oct/05/aid-can-it-work/?pagination=false

The Big Truck That Went By, Johnathan Katz

Amazon: On January 12, 2010, the deadliest earthquake in the history of the Western
Hemisphere struck the nation least prepared to handle one. Jonathan M. Katz, the only
full-time American news correspondent in Haiti, was inside his house when it buckled
along with hundreds of thousands of others. In this visceral first-hand account, Katz takes
readers inside the terror of that day, the devastation visited on ordinary Haitians, and
through the monumental--yet misbegotten--rescue effort that followed.

Pam Jacklin
Good Intentions Gone Sour
A personal experience
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Amazon descriptions of books cited in Kristoff article:

The White Man's Burden
William Easterly

An informed and excoriating attack on the tragic waste, futility, and hubris of the West's
efforts to date to improve the lot of the so-called developing world, with constructive
suggestions on how to move forward.

William Easterly's The White Man's Burden is about what its author calls the twin
tragedies of global poverty. The first, of course, is that so many are seemingly fated to
live horribly stunted, miserable lives and die such early deaths. The second is that after
fifty years and more than $2.3 trillion in aid from the West to address the first tragedy, it
has shockingly little to show for it. We'll never solve the first tragedy, Easterly argues,
unless we figure out the second.

The ironies are many: We preach a gospel of freedom and individual accountability, yet
we intrude in the inner workings of other countries through bloated aid bureaucracies like
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank that are accountable to no one
for the effects of their prescriptions. We take credit for the economic success stories of
the last fifty years, like South Korea and Taiwan, when in fact we deserve very little.
However, we reject all accountability for pouring more than half a trillion dollars into
Africa and other regions and trying one "big new idea" after another, to no avail. Most of
the places in which we've meddled are in fact no better off or are even worse off than
they were before. Could it be that we don't know as much as we think we do about the
magic spells that will open the door to the road to wealth?

Absolutely, William Easterly thunders in this angry, irreverent, and important book. He
contrasts two approaches: (1) the ineffective planners' approach to development-never



able to marshal enough knowledge or motivation to get the overambitious plans
implemented to attain the plan's arbitrary targets and (2) a more constructive searchers'
approach-always on the lookout for piecemeal improvements to poor peoples' well-being,
with a system to get more aid resources to those who find things that work. Once we shift
power and money from planners to searchers, there's much we can do that's focused and
pragmatic to improve the lot of millions, such as public health, sanitation, education,
roads, and nutrition initiatives. We need to face our own history of ineptitude and learn
our lessons, especially at a time when the question of our ability to "build democracy," to
transplant the institutions of our civil society into foreign soil so that they take root, has
become one of the most pressing we face.

The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time
Jeftrey Sachs

Jeffrey D. Sachs has been cited by The New York Times Magazine as “probably the most
important economist in the world” and by Time as “the world’s best-known economist.”
He has advised an extraordinary range of world leaders and international institutions on
the full range of issues related to creating economic success and reducing the world’s
poverty and misery. Now, at last, he draws on his entire twenty-five-year body of
experience to offer a thrilling and inspiring big-picture vision of the keys to economic
success in the world today and the steps that are necessary to achieve prosperity for all.

Marrying vivid eyewitness storytelling to his laser like analysis, Jeffrey Sachs sets the
stage by drawing a vivid conceptual map of the world economy and the different
categories into which countries fall. Then, in a tour de force of elegance and compression,
he explains why, over the past two hundred years, wealth has diverged across the planet
in the manner that it has and why the poorest nations have been so markedly unable to
escape the cruel vortex of poverty. The groundwork laid, he explains his methods for
arriving, like a clinical internist, at a holistic diagnosis of a country’s situation and the
options it faces. Rather than deliver a worldview to readers from on high, Sachs leads
them along the learning path he himself followed, telling the remarkable stories of his
own work in Bolivia, Poland, Russia, India, China, and Africa as a way to bring readers
to a broad-based understanding of the array of issues countries can face and the way the
issues interrelate. He concludes by drawing on everything he has learned to offer an
integrated set of solutions to the interwoven economic, political, environmental, and
social problems that most frequently hold societies back. In the end, he leaves readers
with an understanding, not of how daunting the world’s problems are, but how solvable
they are—and why making the effort is a matter both of moral obligation and strategic
self-interest. A work of profound moral and intellectual vision that grows out of
unprecedented real-world experience, The End of Poverty is a road map to a safer, more
prosperous future for the world.

Millions Saved: Proven Successes in Global Health



Ruth Levine, Molly Kinder

Seventeen stories about how efforts to improve health in developing countries saved
millions of lives -- and millions of dollars. From polio in Latin America, to measles in
southern Africa, to HIV in Thailand, these inspiring case studies show what it takes for
global health programs to succeed.

The Trouble with Africa: Why Foreign Aid Isn't Working
Robert Calderisi

After years of frustration at the stifling atmosphere of political correctness surrounding
discussions of Africa, long time World Bank official Robert Calderisi speaks out. He
boldly reveals how most of Africa's misfortunes are self-imposed, and why the world
must now deal differently with the continent.

Here we learn that Africa has steadily lost markets by its own mismanagement, that even
capitalist countries are anti-business, that African family values and fatalism are more
destructive than tribalism, and that African leaders prey intentionally on Western guilt.
Calderisi exposes the shortcomings of foreign aid and debt relief, and proposes his own
radical solutions.

Drawing on thirty years of first hand experience, The Trouble with Africa highlights
issues which have been ignored by Africa's leaders but have worried ordinary Africans,
diplomats, academics, business leaders, aid workers, volunteers, and missionaries for a
long time. It ripples with stories which only someone who has talked directly to African
farmers--and heads of state--could recount.

Calderisi's aim is to move beyond the hand-wringing and finger-pointing which
dominates most discussions of Africa. Instead, he suggests concrete steps which Africans
and the world can take to liberate talent and enterprise on the continent.

Africa s Stalled Development: International Causes and Cures
David Lionard and Scott Straus

This book delinates the African quagmire with a sense of optimism and honesty. The
book boldly breaks down a myriad of preconceived misconceptions and offers a scholarly
approach that shows the potential for a rebirth of the African continent.






